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and Guzerat. But the younger brother contemptuously
refused the offer, observing that for the son of a Moghul
emperor there was no choice save between a coffin and a
throne*. The contending armies met at Jaju, fifteen miles
from Agra. Azim Shah was defeated. Refusing to
surrender, he died on the battlefield. After the death of
his more serious rival, Shah Alam offered to confirm Kam
Baksh in his governorship of Bijapur and Ooloondn. But
the Moghal prince thought that to refuse battle would
stain the honour of a descendant of Timur, Zulfikar Khan
who, after Azim Shah's defeat had been pardoned and
promoted by the kindly Shah Alam, was sent with an army
against Kam Baksh. The general and the prince had been
inflamed by mutual enmity since the siege of Jinji and
Zulfikar Khan fell upon Kam Baksh, his talents whetted
by the fury of his hatred. The result of the baltle was
never in doubt. Kam Baksh's army was destroyed and
the prince wounded and taken, Shah Alam tried to console
his brother, but the proud youth could not endure his
misfortunes and he died a day or two after tho downfall
of his hopes. He was buried near the tomb of his ancestor
Humayun. After the death and defeat of his two brothers
Shah Alam under tho title of Bahadur Shah became emperor
of Delhi in February 1708 A, D. The quarrels of tho doud"
emperor's sons had given Tarabai a chance of increasing
the Maratha conquests. Poona and Chakan were at this,
time held for the Moghuls by an officer named Lodi Khan,
Him Dhanaji Jadav attacked and defeated and Tarabai
began to weave further schemes for the extension of her
son's dominion. These schemes were frustrated by tho
release of Shahu. As a condition of his release he had
agreed to rule as a feudatory of Azim Shah and to leave
behind him as hostages his surviving wife, his mistress
Virubai, a pretty slave girl whom Aurangzib had given
him at the time of his marriage, his mother Yesubai and
his illegitimate half-brother Madaneing, On the other

* Takht ya takhta, was the Persian saying*